Interactions between intestinal tapeworms and their hosts: present knowledge and problems.
This review on interactions between intestinal tapeworms and their hosts covers our knowledge and problems regarding the life-span of adult tapeworms, chronic versus acute infections and their background, destrobilation and its causes, genetic influence on immunity to tapeworms, spontaneous cure and effects of host immunocompetence, antibodies and cell-mediated immune responses on intestinal tapeworms. Furthermore, evidence of protective antigens, acquired immunity, concomitant immunity and strategies adopted by tapeworms to circumvent host defenses are discussed.